Name __________________________________________________________  Date_____________________


Prefixes, Suffixes and Stems
The following is a list of meanings of a variety of different prefixes, suffixes and stems you will encounter in this class. In science, half the battle is learning the vocabulary. Knowing common roots and endings will allow you to dissect words to quickly glean their meaning, even if you have never seen the word before. 

	Word
	Meaning
	
	Word
	Meaning

	a-, an-
	No; lacking; none
	
	Cyst-
	Bladder; pouch

	Ab-
	Away from; out of
	
	Dactyl-
	Finger

	Acou-
	Hearing
	
	Deca-
	Ten

	Acr-, acro
	Extreme; peak
	
	Deci-
	tenth

	Ad-
	To, toward
	
	Demi-
	Half

	Alb-
	White
	
	Dent-
	Tooth

	-algia
	Pain
	
	Derm-
	Skin

	Amphi-
	On both sides of; double
	
	di-
	Two; double

	An-
	Not; without
	
	Dia-
	Through; across

	Ana-
	Up
	
	Digit-
	Finger; toe

	Angio-
	Vessel
	
	Dis-
	Apart; out

	Ante-
	Before; ahead of time
	
	Du-; duo
	Two

	Antero-
	Front
	
	-duct
	To lead

	Anti-
	Againt
	
	Dys-
	Ill; bad

	Ap-
	To; toward
	
	Ec-
	Out of; outside

	Aqu-
	Water
	
	En-
	In; into

	Arthro-
	Joint
	
	-en
	Made of

	Audi-
	Hear
	
	Encephal-
	Brain

	Auto-
	Self
	
	End-; ent-
	Within

	Bi-
	To; twice; double
	
	Enter-
	Intestines

	Bio-; bi-
	Life; living
	
	Epi-
	Above; on

	-blast
	Precursor; comes before
	
	Erythro-
	Red

	Brachi-
	arm
	
	Eu-
	Well; good

	Brachy-
	short
	
	-ectomy
	Excision; removal

	Bronch-
	Windpipe; airway
	
	Extra-
	Beyond; outside

	Cardi-
	Heart
	
	Ex- 
	Out

	Carpal-
	Wrist
	
	Fibr-
	Thread; fiber

	Caud-
	Tail
	
	-flex
	Bend

	Cell-
	Room; chamber
	
	Fract-
	Break

	Centr-
	Center
	
	Gastro-
	Stomach

	Cephal-
	head
	
	-gest
	Carry

	Cervic-
	Neck
	
	Glob-
	Around, round

	-cide
	Killing
	
	Glott-
	Mouth or windpipe

	Circum-
	Around
	
	Gross
	Think, large

	Chondro-
	cartilage
	
	Gyno-
	Female

	Com-
	With; together
	
	Gyr-
	Circle

	Contra-
	Against
	
	Hepat-
	Liver

	Clast-
	broken
	
	Hem-
	Blood

	Cost-
	Rib
	
	Hetero-
	Different; other

	Cotyl-
	Cup
	
	Gist-
	Tissue

	Counter-
	Against
	
	Holo- 
	Entire; whole

	Cuti-
	skin
	
	Homo-
	Man

	Hyrd-
	Water
	
	Hypo-
	Beneath

	Hyper-
	Above, beyond; over
	
	In-
	To; toward; into

	Infro- 
	Below; beneath
	
	Inter-
	Between

	Intra-
	Within; inside
	
	-ism
	A state or condition

	Iso-
	Same; equal
	
	-itis
	Inflammation; disease

	Lachry-
	Tear
	
	Lact-
	Milk

	Lat-
	Side; flank
	
	-less
	Without

	Leuc-
	White; bright; light
	
	Lign-
	Wood

	Liqu
	Fluid
	
	Lip-
	Fat

	-logy
	Study
	
	-lys; -lyst
	Dissolve, take apart

	Macr-
	Large
	
	Mal-
	Bad; evil

	Mamm-
	Breast
	
	Med-
	Middle

	Meg-
	Great; million
	
	Mela-; melan
	Dark

	Med-
	Half
	
	Meta-
	Between

	Micro-
	Small
	
	Mis-
	Wrong; incorrect

	Mito-
	Thread; filament
	
	Mono-
	One; single

	Mort-
	Death
	
	Morph-
	Shape

	Multi-
	Many
	
	Mycel-
	Threadlike

	Myo-
	Muscle
	
	Nas-
	Nose

	Nephro-
	Kidney
	
	-node
	Knot

	Nuc-
	Center
	
	Ob-
	Against

	Oculo-
	Eye
	
	Olf-
	Smell

	Omni-
	All
	
	oo- 
	Egg

	Opthal-
	Eye
	
	Opt-
	Eye; vision

	Orb-
	Round, globe
	
	Orth-
	Straight

	Osteo-
	Bone
	
	Para-
	Near; beside

	Path-; pathy-
	Disease; suffering
	
	Peri-
	Around 

	Permea-
	Pass; go
	
	Pulmo-
	Lung 

	Phon-; phono-
	Sound
	
	Photo-
	Light

	Plasm-
	Form
	
	Pleur-
	Lung; rib

	Por-
	Opening
	
	Pre-
	Before

	Proto-
	First; primary
	
	Sclera-
	Hard

	Semi-
	Half; partly
	
	-sis
	Condition; state

	Stern-
	Chest; breast
	
	Strat-
	Layer

	Sub-
	Below; under
	
	Super-
	Above; on top

	Sym-
	Together
	
	Therm-
	Heat

	Toxico-
	Poison
	
	Ultra-
	Beyond

	Vas-
	Vessel
	
	Ventri-
	Belly


Determine the Meaning of these words:

1.Myocardium
2.Dermatitis

3.Lachrymal Gland

4.Optic Nerve

5.Intercostal Muscle

6.Diarthrosis

7.Hepatic Artery

8.Myofibril

9.Pleural Cavity

10.Osteocyte
